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Methodology

American Edge Project conducted a survey between 

April 26th- May 5th, 2023 in the United States, the 

United Kingdom, France, Germany, and Belgium. A 

sample of 4,539 adults age 18+ who are registered 

to vote were interviewed online. 

The following number of interviews were done:

1,005 interviews in the U.S.

1,011 interviews in the U.K.

1,020 interviews in France

1,003 interviews in Germany

500 interviews in Belgium

The margin of error among these audiences at the 

95% confidence interval level is +/- 3.1%.

2023

American Edge Project conducted a survey between 

August 7th-21st, 2022 in the United States, the 

United Kingdom, France, Germany, and Belgium. A 

sample of 4,500 adults age 18+ who are registered 

to vote were interviewed online. 

1,000 interviews were done in each of the 

following: the United States, the United Kingdom, 

France, and Germany, as well as 500 interviews 

done in Belgium.

The margin of error among these audiences at the 

95% confidence interval level is +/- 3.2%.

2022
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Key Findings

Western voters increasingly view China and Russia as threats to their economies and democracies. American 

and European voters continue to share deep concerns about China and Russia’s expanding influence in the tech sector 

and their threat of hacking and cyberattacks. Western voters strongly agree that the more China and Russia control the 

global internet, the more it will hurt their national security, economy, and democracy.

American and European voters share a common set of values that are incompatible with China’s. 

Voters on both sides of the Atlantic see themselves as investing in emerging technology, allowing for a free and open 

internet, and fostering innovation. In contrast, they view China as a censor of ideas that sows discord through 

disinformation, spreads propaganda, and conducts cyberattacks against foreign countries.

As controversial ideas on tech regulation and enforcement emerge, Western voters increasingly prioritize a free, 

open internet and are concerned about domestic and transatlantic tech regulation. The U.S., EU, and U.K. have 

proposed multiple avenues for tech regulation and cooperation, but American and European voters are clear – they want 

their governments to ensure the internet remains free and open, and want to avoid onerous regulations that threaten how 

their tech sectors operate domestically and across the Atlantic. They believe heavily regulating their tech sectors will hurt

their ability to compete with China, which will fill the resulting vacuum with their own tech.

Voters want to see greater transatlantic tech cooperation to combat China’s rising influence. American and 

European voters alike fear the political and technological influence of China and Russia. To add to a long history of 

cooperation on a wide range of issues, transatlantic voters want to work together on tech to guard against a rising 

China. This includes building stronger digital infrastructure, jointly defending against common adversaries, and 

preserving the benefits of today’s internet and technology.



4

International Outlook

International Outlook



5

Western voters increasingly believe their values are different from China 
and Russia

[MY COUNTRY] shares the same values with [THE U.S. / EUROPE / CHINA / RUSSIA] (% voters)

* Average of European countries

Change shown: Change from August 2022 to May 2023
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18%

22

36

30

30

27

29

21

17

20

29

24

19

18

49

45

51

49

46

49

54

50

46

45

44

46

45

46

Describes very well Describes well

Both U.S. and European voters believe the other values tech innovation and a 
free and open internet

For each, please indicate how well you 
feel it describes the EU (U.S. Voters)

U.S. Voters (Net Describes Well)

30%

39
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31

31
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35

23

29

26

60

47

53

54

53

52

50

53

59

53

44

55

49

51

Brings people together

Values human rights

Invests in emerging technologies

Allows for a free and open internet

Allows for freedom of speech

Allows for freedom of expression

Fosters innovation

Allows for the public to petition the
government

Connects rural areas to the rest of the
world

Makes society more inclusive

Allows for freedom of speech, even for
ideas you disagree with

Encourages open debate

Protects privacy

Provides a voice to those who wouldn’t 
have one otherwise

Describes very well Describes well
Total Describes 

Well
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For each, please indicate how well you feel it 

describes the U.S. (European Voters)
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Describes very well Describes well

U.S. and European voters agree that China promotes censorship, disinformation, 
and cyberattacks

U.S. Voters (Net Describes Well) European Voters (Net Describes Well)

54%

47
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43

41

48

39

23

16

15
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15

30

37

38

39

35

32

42

38

39

31

39

44

25

22

22

20

16

19

Promotes censorship of ideas

Sows discord in other countries through
disinformation and propaganda

Conducts cyberattacks against foreign countries

Prevents foreign countries from accessing its
crucial technologies

Steals intellectual property from other countries

Supports surveillance of political opponents

Invests in emerging technologies

Creates divisions in the country

Uses state-sponsored technology companies to
discriminate and repress minorities

Steals technology from other countries

Encourages conspiracy theories

Fosters innovation

Makes society more inclusive

Protects privacy

Makes it easy to start and grow a small business

Provides a voice to those who wouldn’t have one 
otherwise

Allows for freedom of expression, even for ideas
you disagree with

Allows for a free and open internet

Describes very well Describes well
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For each, please indicate how well you feel it describes China

U.S. Voters European Voters 
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82%

79

80

76

80

80

77

79

80

81

75

75

78

74

76

74

72

75

72

U.S. and European voters continue to overwhelmingly agree that an open, 
accessible, and free internet is essential 

For each of the following statement, please indicate if you agree or disagree.

U.S.
European Voters (Total Agree)84%

83

82

82

81

81

81

80

80

80

78

78

78

77

76

75

75

73

70

We must protect an open, accessible, and free internet in the U.S./EU

Start-ups and small businesses benefit from a free and open internet

A free and open internet is important to protect freedom of expression in
[COUNTRY]

A free and open internet is important to expose the actions of authoritarian
countries, like China and Russia, and hold them accountable

An open and free internet is a necessary part of a healthy democracy

A free and open internet is important to the health of [COUNTRY]'s economy

A free and open internet has allowed Ukraine to share pictures and videos of the
Russian invasion, helping garner international support for Ukraine

An open and free internet is in line with western values

A free and open internet is important to preserving the health of the [COUNTRY]’s 

democracy

A free and open internet is important to protect freedom of speech in [COUNTRY]

Countries like China and Russia do not support a free and open internet

A free and open internet has allowed individuals and companies from around the
world to contribute funds to Ukraine

A free and open internet is important to expose the actions of authoritarian
countries and hold them accountable

A free and open internet has allowed Ukraine to share details of the Russian
invasion, helping garner international support for Ukraine

A free and open internet has given Ukrainians a window into developments in the
war

A free and open internet is important to protecting [COUNTRY]’s national security

Keeping Ukraine’s internet open has helped the country defend itself against 

Russia’s attack

A free and open internet has allowed Ukrainians to access resources, like
temporary housing and medical care

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine shows how critical an open and free internet is

U.S. Voters (Total Agree)

Δ from ’22

+4

+4

n/a

n/a

+5

+2

+5

+4

+4

n/a

+2

+2

n/a

+1

+2

+1

+2

0

-2

Δ from ’22

+2

0

n/a

n/a

+2

+1

0

+1

+1

n/a

+3

-1

n/a

-1

+1

-1

0

-1

0
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China and Russia are increasingly seen as a threat to the economic wellbeing 
of Western nations

% of voters who believe [EUROPE / THE U.S. / CHINA / RUSSIA] pose a threat to their country’s economic 
wellbeing

18

32

86

80
82 81

U.S. Voters European Voters

-5

+7
+3

+4

+6 +1

The U.S.

China Russia

China
Russia

Europe*

* Average of European countries

Change shown: Change from August 2022 to May 2023
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Chinese and Russian control over the internet continues to be seen as a threat 
not only to Western economies, but also Western security and democracies

The more China and Russia control the global internet, the more it will hurt [MY COUNTRY]’s [NATIONAL 
SECURITY / ECONOMY / DEMOCRACY]. (% agree)

Change shown: Change from August 2022 to May 2023

81 80
77

71
69

80 79

74
70 70

79
81

76

68
70

U.S. Voters UK Voters French Voters German Voters Belgian Voters

+2

+4 0

-2 +12

Light Shading: National Security

Medium Shading: Economy

Dark Shading: Democracy

+3
+1+5

-3
+7

+1

+1
+2

-2 +10

National 

Security Economy
Democracy
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95%

94

94

94

94

94

93

93

93

93

93

93

93

92

Russian cyberattacks on critical infrastructure

China’s hacking of government entities

Chinese cyberattacks on private citizens and companies

Chinese cyberattacks on critical infrastructure

Foreign governments using their technological capabilities to
destabilize [COUNTRY] and its private sector

Foreign governments preventing the [COUNTRY] from
accessing critical technologies like microchips

Theft of patents by a foreign government

Theft of classified intelligence by a foreign government

Foreign cyberattacks on critical infrastructure

Russia’s hacking of government entities

Russian cyberattacks on private citizens and companies

Russia cataloging and sharing data of critical infrastructure
and government entities

China using its technological capabilities to disrupt
[COUNTRY]'s private sector through cyberattacks

Theft of technology secrets by a foreign government

U.S. and European voters are concerned about a range of threats, especially 
hacking and cyberattacks by China and Russia

Please indicate how concerning each would be if it were to happen in [COUNTRY].

U.S. Voters (Total Concerning) 92%

92

92

93

91

91

91

93

93

92

91

92

92

91

European Voters (Total Concerning)

Δ from ’22

+6

n/a

n/a

+4

n/a

n/a

+7

+5

+4

+5

+1

+5

n/a

+3

Δ from ’22

0

n/a

n/a

+2

n/a

n/a

+2

+2

+1

+1

+1

+3

n/a

0
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Western voters are increasingly concerned about China and Russia expanding 
their technological and political influence in the U.S. and Europe

Please indicate how much of a concern each of the following is to you personally.

91%

90

89

89

89

84

71

61

85

86

88

86

82

83

53

65

China working to expand its influence by making the United States dependent
upon its technology and hardware

Chinese and Russian organizations launching political influence campaigns in
the United States

Chinese and Russian organizations launching political influence campaigns in
Europe

China working to expand its influence by making Europe dependent upon its
technology and hardware

Chinese companies building digital infrastructure in the United States

Chinese companies building digital infrastructure in Europe

European companies building digital infrastructure in the United States

American companies building digital infrastructure in Europe

U.S. Voters (Total Concerning)

European Voters (Total Concerning)

Δ from ’22

+5

+1

+5

+2

+2

+1

+1

0

+5

+1

+2

+1

0

-5

-3

+1
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Western voters are highly concerned about domestic tech regulation and its 
effect on competition with China

Please indicate how much of a concern each of the following is to you personally.

87%

86

84

83

83

83

74

74

78

79

67

77

79

69

81

81

[COUNTRY] heavily regulating its own technology sector, hurting its ability to 
compete with China’s technology sector

Europe and the U.S. passing laws that more heavily regulate each other’s 
technology sectors, which would create a vacuum for China to fill with its 

technology

The EU passing laws that restrict how U.S. tech companies operate in the EU

[COUNTRY] heavily regulating its own technology sector, hurting its ability to 
compete with foreign governments’ technology sectors

Europe and the U.S. passing laws that more heavily regulate each other’s 
technology sectors, which would create a vacuum for foreign adversaries to fill 

with their technology

The EU passing laws that significantly change how U.S. tech companies
operate in the EU

The U.S. passing laws that significantly change how EU tech companies
operate in the U.S.

The U.S. passing laws that restrict how EU tech companies operate in the U.S.

U.S. Voters (Total Concerning)

European Voters (Total Concerning)
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85%

84

84

84

83

83

83

82

81

80

79

80

79

78

79

80

79

76

Europe and the U.S. should work together to strengthen privacy protections for data that
flows between or within their borders

Europe and the U.S. should work together to build stronger digital infrastructure

We should work with our allies in the U.S. and Europe against common threats

We should work with our allies in the U.S. and Europe against common adversaries

We must do more to make sure companies in [COUNTRY] remain competitive with Chinese
companies

The EU and the U.S. should work together to preserve the economic, national security, and 
other benefits of today’s internet and related technology

Europe and the U.S. should work together to strengthen their defenses against Chinese
digital threats, such as data theft, technology espionage, and forced technology transfers for

foreign businesses operating within their borders

Europe and the U.S. should work together to defend our shared values

China’s growing influence is a threat to [COUNTRY]'s economic competitiveness

Western voters believe it is crucial the U.S. and Europe work together to 
strengthen ties

For each of the following statements, please indicate if you agree or disagree.

U.S. Voters (Total Agree)

European Voters (Total Agree) 
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U.S. and European voters continue to share overwhelming concerns about 

China’s rise in standard-setting bodies

Please indicate how much of a concern each of the following is to you personally.

89%

87%

86

84

The Chinese government securing leadership roles in
international bodies that set internet standards

The Chinese government securing leadership roles in
international bodies that set technology standards

U.S. Voters (Total Concerning)

European Voters (Total Concerning)

Δ from ’22

+5

+1

+2

-1
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Western voters – with the exception of French voters – prioritize strengthening 
alliances over pursuing strategic autonomy

37
34

57

38

43

63
66

43

62

57

U.S. Voters UK Voters French Voters German Voters Belgian Voters

Light Shading: [COUNTRY] should focus on its strategic autonomy

Dark Shading: [COUNTRY] should focus on strengthening its alliances

Which of the following statements comes closer to your view?

Autonomy

Alliances

Autonomy

Alliances
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Conclusions

American and European voters reaffirm their common values. Western voters increasingly 

say they share each other’s fundamental values. Across the Atlantic, voters see technological 

innovation and a free and open internet as critical to the health of their democracies, economies, and 

national security.

Western voters agree that threats from China and Russia are deeply concerning. Voters on both 

sides of the Atlantic are concerned about China and Russia gaining influence over the internet and the 

future of tech innovation. They view China and Russia as adversaries that promote cyberattacks, 

misinformation, and disinformation, and they worry about Western countries becoming more 

dependent on Chinese or Russian technology.

Western voters believe their countries should strengthen their cooperation to push back 

against Chinese and Russian tech influence. Western voters believe Europe and the U.S. should 

come together to defend their shared values. They want to protect their technology from Chinese and 

Russian threats, especially threats related to hacking, cyberattacks, or economic competitiveness 

against Chinese companies.
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Western voters agree their democracies should be setting standards for the 
internet

51
48

28

9
6

47

11

38

28

3

A coalition of the U.S., EU, and
other democratic nations

The United States International bodies like the
United Nations

The European Union China

Respondent Country

Who should be leading the way in setting the rules and standards for the internet?

U.S. Voters

European Voters
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